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A Beacon of Holiday Cheer for Over 90 Years

The Rockefeller Center Christmas Tree has become an iconic symbol of
the holiday season, captivating the hearts and imaginations of millions
worldwide. Its towering presence in the midst of bustling Midtown
Manhattan transforms the city into a winter wonderland, illuminating the
streets with its dazzling lights and spreading festive cheer throughout the
city.

The tradition of the Rockefeller Center Christmas Tree began in 1931
during the Great Depression. Amidst economic hardship, workers at
Rockefeller Center decided to erect a small Christmas tree to bring some
much-needed joy to their lives and the surrounding community. The tree
was an instant hit, attracting crowds of people seeking solace and a sense
of hope during a challenging time.
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Selecting the Perfect Tree: A Journey Across the Nation

Each year, a dedicated team of experts embarks on a meticulous search
for the perfect tree to grace Rockefeller Center. The selection process is
rigorous, with scouts traveling across the country to identify Norway spruce
trees that meet the stringent criteria.
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The ideal tree must have a perfect conical shape, be at least 70 feet tall
and 40 feet wide, and possess strong branches capable of supporting the
elaborate decorations. Once a suitable tree is found, it is carefully cut down
and transported to New York City, where it undergoes a meticulous
preparation process before taking its place in Rockefeller Center.

The Tree Lighting Ceremony: A Spectacular Spectacle

The lighting of the Rockefeller Center Christmas Tree is an eagerly
anticipated event that officially heralds the start of the Christmas season in
New York City. Each year, on the Wednesday following Thanksgiving, a
star-studded ceremony transforms the plaza into a sea of lights and music.
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As the countdown to the lighting reaches its end, the crowd bursts into
cheers as over 30,000 LED lights illuminate the tree, casting a warm glow
over the surrounding area. The sight of the towering tree, adorned with
over 8 miles of lights and topped with a dazzling star, is a breathtaking
spectacle that leaves an enduring memory in the hearts of all who witness
it.

A Winter Wonderland: Exploring Rockefeller Center at Christmas
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The Rockefeller Center Christmas Tree is more than just a spectacle; it is
the centerpiece of a winter wonderland that offers a myriad of festive
activities and experiences.

The ice-skating rink, set against the backdrop of the tree, is a beloved
tradition that has been enjoyed by generations. Whether you're a seasoned
skater or taking your first tentative steps on the ice, gliding across the
smooth surface provides a magical experience amidst the festive
surroundings.

Strolling through the decorated streets of Rockefeller Center is an
enchanting experience in itself. The storefronts adorned with holiday
displays, the festive music filling the air, and the aroma of roasted
chestnuts create a captivating ambiance that transports visitors to a realm
of holiday magic.



A Shopper's Paradise: Finding Unique Holiday Gifts

Rockefeller Center is a shopper's paradise during the holiday season,
offering a wide range of unique and memorable gifts. From high-end
boutiques to charming souvenir shops, there is something to suit every
taste and budget.

Strolling through the shops, visitors can discover handmade ornaments,
festive decorations, and exclusive holiday merchandise. The iconic FAO
Schwarz toy store, with its whimsical displays and enchanting atmosphere,
is a must-visit for families and children, offering a nostalgic and magical
shopping experience.
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The Spirit of Christmas: A Symbol of Unity and Joy

The Rockefeller Center Christmas Tree transcends its role as a mere
decoration; it has become a symbol of unity and joy, bringing people
together during the holiday season.
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The tree's annual lighting ceremony is a moment of shared celebration, a
time when people from all walks of life gather to witness the magic of the
season. The tree serves as a reminder of the importance of hope, peace,
and the spirit of giving.

The Rockefeller Center Christmas Tree is a beacon of holiday cheer,
spreading joy and warmth to all who behold it. Whether you're a New
Yorker, a visitor from afar, or simply someone who appreciates the magic of
the season, the Rockefeller Center Christmas Tree is an experience that
will create lasting memories and fill your heart with the true spirit of
Christmas.
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Principles and Persons: The Legacy of Derek
Parfit
Derek Parfit's 1984 book, Principles and Persons, is a seminal work in
contemporary philosophy. It has had a profound impact on our
understanding of ethics...

Partners For Life: Raise Support For Your
Missionary Work And Build Partner Team
Are you a missionary or ministry leader struggling to raise support? Do
you find yourself spending countless hours on the phone or writing
emails, only to come up short? If...
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