
Introduction to Consulting Forestry: A
Comprehensive Guide to the Profession
Consulting forestry is a rewarding field that offers a unique blend of
business, science, and natural resource management. From managing
timber harvests to creating forest management plans, consulting foresters
play a vital role in ensuring the sustainability of our nation's forests while
meeting the needs of landowners, industry, and the public.

This comprehensive article, adapted from the book " to Consulting
Forestry," provides an in-depth look at the profession, covering everything
from the history and ethics of consulting forestry to the essential skills and
knowledge required for success in the field.

The roots of consulting forestry can be traced back to the early 1900s when
the demand for timber soared due to the rapidly expanding construction
industry. As a result, many private landowners sought professional advice
on how to manage their forestland to maximize timber production.
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In response to this growing demand, a number of forestry schools began
offering courses in forest management. In 1905, the Society of American
Foresters (SAF) was founded, providing a professional organization for
foresters and promoting the advancement of the profession.

Consulting foresters have a responsibility to act in a professional and
ethical manner. The SAF has developed a Code of Ethics that all members
must follow. This code includes principles such as:

Honesty and integrity

Objectivity and independence

Competence and diligence

Confidentiality

Respect for the environment and natural resources

Successful consulting foresters must possess a wide range of skills and
knowledge, including:

Forestry: A thorough understanding of forestry principles, including
silviculture, forest ecology, and forest management.

Business: A strong foundation in business principles, including
marketing, finance, and contract management.

Communication: Excellent communication skills, both written and
verbal, are essential for conveying complex technical information to
clients and other stakeholders.



Computer literacy: Proficiency in a variety of computer software
programs, including GIS and forest inventory software, is required for
data analysis and reporting.

Consulting foresters offer a wide range of services to landowners, industry,
and the public. These services include:

Forest management planning: Developing and implementing forest
management plans that maximize timber production, wildlife habitat,
and other forest values while meeting the landowner's objectives.

Timber sales: Assisting landowners in selling timber, ensuring that
they receive a fair price and that the harvest is conducted in a
sustainable manner.

Wildlife management: Providing guidance on managing wildlife
habitat, including developing management plans, conducting wildlife
surveys, and implementing habitat improvement projects.

Environmental consulting: Assisting clients with environmental
compliance, including conducting environmental impact assessments,
developing mitigation plans, and obtaining permits.

The future of consulting forestry is bright. As the demand for wood products
continues to grow and the public becomes more aware of the importance of
sustainable forest management, the need for qualified consulting foresters
will continue to increase.

Consulting foresters are well-positioned to play a vital role in meeting the
challenges of the 21st century, including climate change, population
growth, and the increasing demand for wood products. By providing sound



advice and implementing sustainable forest management practices,
consulting foresters can help ensure the health and productivity of our
nation's forests for generations to come.

Consulting forestry is a rewarding and challenging profession that offers a
unique opportunity to combine business, science, and natural resource
management. By understanding the history and ethics of the profession,
developing the essential skills and knowledge, and keeping up with the
latest trends in forestry, aspiring consulting foresters can position
themselves for success in this growing field.
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