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The making of the iconic Sharpe's Rifles television series was a
rollercoaster ride of misadventures, mishaps, and near-disasters. From
exploding cannons to runaway horses, the production team faced a litany
of challenges that would have tested the mettle of even the most seasoned
filmmakers.

Blowing Up the Budget

One of the most memorable misadventures occurred during the filming of a
battle scene. A cannon, loaded with blanks, was set to fire at a group of
stuntmen. However, due to a miscalculation, the cannon was loaded with
live ammunition instead. The resulting explosion sent shrapnel flying
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through the air, narrowly missing the stuntmen and causing a panic on set.
The incident not only put the actors and crew in danger but also blew a
significant hole in the production budget.

The Runaway Horse

Another near-disaster involved a runaway horse. During a scene where
Sharpe and his men are riding through a forest, one of the horses suddenly
bolted, carrying its rider with it. The rider, an experienced stuntman, was
unable to control the horse and was dragged through the undergrowth for
several hundred yards. Miraculously, he escaped with only minor injuries.

The Lost Rifle

In one particularly amusing incident, the titular rifle used by Sharpe went
missing. After a frantic search, the rifle was eventually found in the back of
a crew member's car. The crew had forgotten to unload the rifle after the
previous day's filming, and it had remained there unnoticed. The discovery
of the lost rifle was met with a collective sigh of relief and a few good-
natured jokes.

The Indomitable Spirit

Despite the mishaps and setbacks, the production team of Sharpe's Rifles
remained undeterred. The cast and crew worked tirelessly, often under
difficult and dangerous conditions. Their dedication and camaraderie
helped to overcome the obstacles and ultimately deliver a series that has
become a beloved classic.

The misadventures that plagued the making of Sharpe's Rifles are a
testament to the challenges and rewards of filmmaking. The indomitable
spirit of the cast and crew, their ability to laugh at themselves, and their



unwavering commitment to the project are what truly made Sharpe's Rifles
a success.

The story of the making of Sharpe's Rifles is a reminder that even the most
ambitious projects can be fraught with mishaps and misadventures.
However, with a strong team, a sense of humor, and a lot of determination,
it is possible to overcome any obstacle and create something truly special.
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